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WGHS Measuring Pupil Progress Policy

1. Introduction

Effective assessment provides information to improve teaching and learning. At Wakefield
Girls’ High School we undertake two different but complementary types of assessment:
assessment for learning and assessment of learning.

Assessment for learning (formative assessment) involves the use of assessment in the
classroom to raise pupil achievement. It is based on the idea that pupils will improve most if
they understand the aim of their learning, where they are in relation to this aim, and how they
can achieve this aim (i.e. to close the gap in their knowledge).

Assessment of learning (summative assessment) involves judging pupils' performance
against national standards. Teachers may make these judgements at the end of a unit of
work, of a year, or of a key stage against the expectations. Test results can describe
performance, in terms of standardised scores and age result compared to chronological age.

Pupils are given regular feedback on their learning so that they understand what is
necessary to improve their work.

2. Objectives

At Wakefield Girls’ High School, the objectives of assessment are;

● To enable pupils to demonstrate what they know, understand and can do in their
work

● To help pupils recognise the standards to aim for, to understand what they need to
do next to improve their work and to empower them through this knowledge in order
to achieve the improvement

● To allow teachers to plan work that accurately reflects the needs of each pupil
● To provide regular information for parents that enables them to support their child's

learning
● To provide information that ensures pupils achieve their full potential
● To provide the Head of the School, Director of Section and Governors with

information that allows them to make judgements about the effectiveness of the
school.

3. Junior Section Assessment

Assessment opportunities are identified in the medium and short-term planning. Subsequent
planning is adapted in light of the ongoing assessment.

A record is made of each pupil’s achievement against key learning objectives in English and
mathematics lessons. These records are then used to target future learning, to indicate
strengths and weaknesses and to form part of the summer report in these subject areas.

We use the GL Assessment Testwise Reporting Service which provides a report of a pupil’s
achievement compared to past performance and national norms in English and
mathematics. The report contains a comprehensive set of tables and charts that illustrate the
performance of individuals, year groups and classes and is used to track progress and
identify targets for individual pupils.
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We also test spelling and reading ages to inform future learning and to identify where pupils
need to receive support.

Pupils are assessed each half term in Maths. Pupils are also assessed on their writing in
unaided tasks four times per year. These tasks are marked and moderated using standard
record sheets. Pupils are also assessed on a comprehension task three times a year.

Recording

The following assessment data is recorded and stored electronically;

● Progress Test in Maths
● Progress Test in English
● Suffolk Reading Standardised Scores
● Headstart comprehension Scaled Scores
● Teacher assessment of Key Objectives in English and mathematics

Scores from the Progress in Maths and English tests are used to measure the attainment
and progress of individual pupils, classes and year groups in each subject.

Pupils who have high attainment, low attainment, high progress, low progress will be
identified to ensure teaching and learning is appropriate to their needs.

Pupils are assessed in English and Maths lessons on their achievement of the learning
objective. Their achievement is recorded and tracked by class teachers on a set format.

Pupil assessment papers are stored in individual pupil files by the class teacher and made
available to the next year group at the end of the academic year.

4. Senior Section Assessment

Pupils in Year 7 and 12, or other year groups if joining at a different stage, undertake either
the MidYIS test (Year 7) or Alis test (Year 12) from CEM Centre, Durham. These tests help to
identify strengths and weaknesses of our pupils and also provide appropriate bench marks
for them at either GCSE or A Level. We also send the GCSE average point scores of Year 12
pupils to the CEM Centre and receive a set of target grades for Year 12 based on these
figures. From these two sets of Year 12 target grades, the highest target grade for each pupil
is used for each subject, to ensure that pupils are working towards their most aspirational
targets.

The subject specific target grades from the CEM tests are used to monitor pupils’ progress
and attainment throughout their school career with us, alongside other indicators such as
attitude to learning, attendance, SEND needs, and any areas for concern.

At Key Stage 3, the subject specific target grades are converted to the school’s own grading
system (see Table 1). At Key Stages 4 and 5 the subject specific target grades used are on
the 9-1 or A*-E, U grading scales respectively.

MidYIS Target
Grade

WGHS KS3
Grade
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9 A1

8/9 A1

8 A1

7/8 A1

7 A2

6/7 A2

6 A3

5/6 B1

5 B1

4/5 B2

4 C

3/4 C

Table 1: Conversions from CEM Centre subject specific MidYIS grades to WGHS Key Stage
3 grading system.

5. Reporting

5.1 Junior Section

Reporting to parents

We have a range of strategies that keep parents fully informed of their child's progress in
school. We encourage parents to contact the school if they have concerns about any aspect
of their child's work.

At the start of the academic year we hold an information evening to explain the expectations
of the year’s curriculum coverage for the year as well as homework.

In the Autumn and Spring term, we offer parents the opportunity to meet their child's form
teacher and discuss their attainment and progress in core subjects up to that point in the
year. Learning Support, Games and Music teaching staff are also available at these
evenings to discuss progress.

Parents also receive a mid-year report before the February half term, giving feedback on
attainment and progress in English, mathematics and Science.
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Figure 1: Example report, showing report format with teacher comments redacted. See
Appendix 3 for grade descriptor sheet which accompanies reports.

During the Summer term, we give all parents a written report of their child's progress and
achievements during the year. In this report, standardised scores achieved in the summative
English and mathematics tests are included and we also identify target areas for the next
school year. We write individual comments on all subjects which have been studied. Parents
are given an opportunity to feedback on the reports.

We encourage parents to discuss pupil progress with the Director of Section or the class
teacher at any time if they are concerned.
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Reporting/Feedback to pupils

We believe that feedback to pupils is very important, as it tells them how well they have
done, and what they need to do next in order to improve their work. We have an agreed
code for marking, as this ensures that there is consistency in how work is marked. Please
see the WGHS Marking Policies on the website WGHS Policies.

5.2 Senior Section

The school produces termly reports to parents, which are also published to pupils on their
Firefly profile page so that they can view and evaluate their current attainment and progress
in each subject and can use this to determine areas which may require further focus. The
reports (see Figure 2 below) display the subject-specific bench mark grades and current
attainment grades, and use colour to indicate whether the pupil is currently working above,
at, just below or more significantly below their target grades. The reports also offer further
guidance, such as attitude to learning grades and areas for concern from all teachers of the
pupil.
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Figure 2: Example report, showing report format and colouring system. See Appendix 1 for
grade descriptor sheet which accompanies reports.

Detailed, subject-specific feedback is also given to each student via Firefly, with a minimum
of two comments per term for each subject.
Following each reporting session, data is produced for the use of teaching staff, Heads of
Department, Form Tutors, Heads of Year and Senior Leaders which summarises the pupil
progress and attainment data. Students reflect on their reports with Form Tutors and set
SMART targets for the next term, which are reviewed at the next reporting session.
Successive data analysis also details pupil attainment from any previous reporting sessions
within that academic year so that trends in progress can be easily identified and acted upon
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as necessary. Heads of Department and class teachers also have access to subject specific
tracking data for their subjects/current classes, where they can easily access the above
progress data for their current pupils for their subject. These subject and class-level tracking
sheets show pupils’ progress in the subject for all of either KS3, KS4, or KS5, depending on
the current Key Stage of the class.

Following external exams, our pupils’ performance against their targets is again measured
on a pupil, class, and subject level. This data is analysed by Heads of Department and the
Senior Leadership Team. Heads of Department are asked to prepare a report on this exam
performance, answering a range of questions about the data, which ensures this analysis
has parity across the departments. This data is used to determine areas of strength and
weakness within the teaching and learning of the school, and is an iterative process which
then feeds back to current teaching, providing areas of focus to strengthen future teaching
and learning.

6. Monitoring and Review

The Deputy Head Academic and the Director of the Junior Section are responsible for
monitoring the implementation of this policy by inspecting samples of the children's work,
observing the policy being implemented in the classroom and the interpreting and sharing of
data.

This policy is reviewed in accordance with the policy review schedule at WGHS.
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Appendix 1

Timetable of Formal Assessments at WGHS

Year Group Assessment Time of Year

Year 3 Progress Test In Maths 7
Progress Test in English 7
Progress Test In Maths 8
Progress Test in English 8
Suffolk Reading

Sept
Sept
May
May
May

Year 4 Progress Test In Maths 9
Progress Test in English 9
Suffolk Reading

May
May
May

Year 5 Progress Test In Maths 10
Progress Test in English 10
Suffolk Reading

May
May
May

Year 6 Senior School Entrance Test (Ma/Eng
Comp/Writing)*
Progress Test In Maths 11
Progress Test in English 11
Suffolk Reading

January
May
May
May
May

Year 7 MIDYIS Test
School Summer Exams

Sept
June

Year 8 School Summer Exams June

Year 9 School Summer Exams June

Year 10 School Summer Exams June

Year 11 Mock Exams
GCSE Exams

Nov
May/June

Year 12 School summer exams June

Year 13 Mock Exams
A levels Exams

Feb
May/June

*This is voluntary for those wishing to attempt to secure an academic scholarship. Unless otherwise
communicated to parents, graduation to the Senior Section is automatic.
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Appendix 2

Reporting and Feedback Schedule at WGHS JS

Term St John’s House (KS2)

Autumn 1 Junior Curriculum Meeting (Sept)

Autumn 2 Y3-Y6 Parents’ Evening (Oct/Nov)

Spring 1 Mid-Year Report (Feb)

Spring 2 Y3-Y6 Parents’ Evening (Mar)

Summer 1

Summer 2 End of Year Report (July)
Parents invited to comment on the report through
a feedback form

Reporting and Feedback Schedule at WGHS SS

WGHS REPORTING AND TRACKING SCHEDULE 2023-24 (All reporting deadlines 9.00 am)

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 Year 13

September

QEGS Yr
13 Initial

assessmen
ts. 29

September
Results
sheet

October

QEGS Yr
12 Initial

assessmen
ts.

November

Grade Sheet

21/11/23

Grade Sheet

Tue

14/11/23

Parents’

Evening

Tue

21/11/23

(remote)

Mocks

20/11/23

-01/12/23

Grade Sheet

21/11/23

Joint

Parents’

Evening Tue

7/11/23

(in person

QEGS)

December

Grade Sheet

05/12/23

Grade Sheet

05/12/23

Taster

lessons &

Scholarship

exam

6/12/23?

Mock

Joint

Parents’

Evening

Thu

30/11/23

(in person
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results

sheet

12/12/23

QEGS)

January

Parents’

Evening

Tue 23/1/24

(remote)

Grade Sheet

23/01/24

Options/Par

ents’ Evening

Wed

31/01/24

(in person

WGHS)

Parents’

Evening

Wed

17/01/24

(in person

WGHS)

February

Mocks

19/02/24 –

01/03/24

March

Grade Sheet

Tue

12/03/24

Grade Sheet

Tue

05/03/24

Parents’

Evening Thu

14/03/24

(remote)

Grade Sheet

12/03/24

Grade Sheet

05/03/24

Marking

Deadline

12/03/24

Joint

Parents’

Evening Tue

19/03/24

April

School exams Yr 10 + Y12 15/5/24 - 24/5/24, Yr 7, 8 & 9 20/5/24 - 24/5/24

Marking Deadline (Years 7, 8, 9, 10) 11/06/24

June

Grade Sheet

Tue

11/06/24

Letter home

from Form

Tutor

Tue

25/06/24

Grade Sheet

Tue

11/06/24

Letter home

from Form

Tutor

Tue

25/06/24

Grade Sheet

Tue

11/06/24

Letter home

from Form

Tutor

Tue

25/06/24

Grade Sheet

Tue

11/06/24

Parents’

Evening Thu

13/06/24

(in person

WGHS)

Grade Sheet

Tue

11/06/24

Joint

Parents’

Evening

Thu

20/06/24

July
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Appendix 3: Junior Section example grade descriptor sheet which accompanies mid-year
reports
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Appendix 4: Junior Section example grade descriptor sheet which accompanies summer
reports

Appendix 5: Senior Section example grade descriptor sheet which accompanies reports
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