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As my time as Head Boy of our school has come to a close, I 
wanted to take a moment to share with you some reflections 
on the incredible journey we’ve embarked upon together over 
the past year.

 Serving as Head Boy has been an honour and a privilege, one 
that has left an indelible mark and filled me with a profound 
sense of gratitude for the opportunity to lead and serve our 
school and wider community.

When I initially took on the role of Head Boy, I knew that I was 
stepping into a position of responsibility and leadership (and 
a very big pair of shoes). However, what I didn’t fully anticipate 
was the depth of the connections I would forge, the difficulties 
I would encounter, and the growth I would experience along 
the way.

It is worth noting that the support and collaboration of the Deputy Head Boys have been invaluable in ensuring the 
smooth operation and successful running of the school. From the very beginning, they have worked tirelessly along-
side me to fulfil our shared vision and responsibilities. Whether it was assisting with the organisation of events, coordi-
nating meetings, or providing invaluable insights and advice, their dedication and commitment to excellence has been 
unwavering. Together, we have navigated challenges, celebrated achievements, and upheld the values and traditions 
that define our school. Their leadership, initiative, and teamwork have not only lightened the load but have also in-
spired me to lead with confidence and conviction. I am deeply grateful for their support and friendship throughout this 
journey, and I have no doubt that together we will leave a lasting impression on the school community.

Personally, one of my most fulfilling roles has been organising and participating in various charity events aimed at 
making a positive difference in the lives of others. From charity drives to fundraising events, we have come together as 
a community to support causes close to our hearts, demonstrating our collective commitment to empathy, compas-
sion, and service. Whether it was raising funds for local food shelters, organising and running the Senior citizens Christ-
mas party, or participating in community service projects, each event has been a testament to the power of collective 
action and the importance of giving back.

In addition to our charitable endeavours, I’ve had the privilege of representing our school on various occasions through 
public speaking engagements. From delivering speeches at Founder’s Day celebrations to welcoming prospective 
students and their families during our Open Morning event, I’ve had the opportunity to share our school’s values, tradi-
tions, and achievements with a wider audience. These experiences have not only helped me hone my public speaking 
skills but have also instilled in me a deep sense of pride and appreciation for the rich history and vibrant community 
that defines our school.

Naturally, every journey comes with its own unique set of challenges, and mine has been no different. From negotiat-
ing tight deadlines and technical difficulties to finding creative solutions to unexpected obstacles, we’ve faced our fair 
share of ups and downs along the way. Yet, through it all, we’ve persevered, learning and growing stronger with each 
new challenge we’ve encountered.

As I pass the torch to the next generation of leaders, I do so with a sense of pride and optimism for the future. While my 
time may be at an end, the impact of our work together will endure long after I’ve moved on. I have every confidence 
that the incoming team will build upon the foundation we’ve laid, continuing to innovate, inspire, and empower our 
school and students.                                                                                                                                                   

Welcome from the 
Head Boy Team
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Easter Trips

The Easter holiday saw 79 boys and 11 staff make what has become an annual journey to Val Thorens in the French 
Alps for the 2024 ski trip. This year we travelled by air, Manchester Airport proving far easier to navigate than the delays 
we experienced at Dover last year. 

As always the week provided ample opportunity to develop the boys skiing ability but this year added some of the 
most challenging weather conditions I have experienced over the past 20 years of school skiing. Indeed, the last day of 
skiing was cut (slightly) short as the entire resort had to close due to the extreme wind speeds being experienced.

����������������������

On 23rd March people from across 6 year groups came to-
gether for the week long Val Thorens Ski trip allowing for an 
exhilarating adventure filled with unforgettable moments on 
the slopes. 

From day one of an intense day of travel we were all happy to 
hit the beds after a 2 hour flight and 3 hour coach journey to a 
nestled part of the French Alps greeted by the stunning views 
and cosy apartments that provided an ample amount of room 
and comfort; I had a whole double bed to myself! 

Day 2 is where the snow story began but there was no doubt 
our journey was elevated by the expertise of our individual 
group instructors, whose guidance and support enabled us to 
push our skiing abilities to new heights. After getting our gear 
together the fluid group system allowed us to develop our skills depending on our past skiing experience starting easy 
on green slopes for me. My group and I improved enough to complete a red slope with ease by the end of the week. 

Coming back from intense hour-long days of skiing to go back to our apartments for free time was refreshing and 
allowed for us to rejuvenate before the next day. As we were able to explore the Val Thorens ski resort and get top-class 
pizzas and crepes even after a full meal. But free time wasn’t our only post-skiing activity, day 3 saw us go head to head 
at bowling bringing everyone back together as laughter echoed through the lanes as we cheered each other on. Bond-
ing over strikes and spares or maybe even the lack of them.

•
��•
��
����������������•

Val Thorens 2024



Page 5

My highlight of the apres-ski activities was snow tubing as 
now instead of our legs being put in the driving seat it was 
the inflatable rings to push us down the icy slopes with 
adrenaline-pumping speed - it was an experience that left 
me craving for more and added an extra dash of excite-
ment to the trip.

Each day brought new challenges and opportunities 
for growth on the slopes. From navigating green runs to 
conquering red slopes as the weather got progressively 
worse but nonetheless exciting, especially as a beginner, 
it allowed for new experiences and more challenges to 
prove my level. The wind was against us at 88 km/h on the 
last day! The dedication and perseverance of everyone 
culminated in an awards ceremony where we received 
our own level badges to keep as a memory of the achieve-
ments we have earned. After previously breaking my leg 
skiing this was a great achievement.

Amidst the thrill of skiing, we indulged in an unlimited 
breakfast buffet, meat-feast cuisine filled pizzas, chicken 
and carbonara that replenished our energy throughout 
the many days skiing.

The ski trip to Val Thorens was not just a holiday but a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity that enriched our skiing 
skills, made new friendships and created cherished mem-
ories. As we bid farewell to the breathtaking slopes and 
welcoming atmosphere of Val Thorens, we carried new 
memories and souvenirs with us along with the exhilara-
tion of conquering new challenges and the camaraderie 
forged amidst the snow-covered peaks.

Special thanks to Mr Pesterfield and all the staff that 
helped run and organise this trip that will forever be 
treasured.
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DofE Expeditions

Easter is a busy time in the DofE calendar as boys at all levels of the Award head to Dalesbridge for expedition training.  
It’s always a bit of a lottery where the weather is concerned and over the (many!) years I have learned that it is impor-
tant to pack for all eventualities. 

Indeed the week was a combination of walking in shorts and t-shirts one day, with days when boys wore every bit of 
warm kit they had and still had to keep moving to keep warm! There’s a reason that hats and gloves are in bold type on 
the kit list... 

However, tough conditions make for good training experiences and all boys received exactly that: time well spent 
learning to look after themselves and each other in an expedition setting.

���•������•�

Here’s Sam’s reflection on his experience:

The Duke of Edinburgh was certainly an experience. It presented many challenges and pushed some boys out of their 
comfort zones, whether that be the physical side of walking, the mental side of spending three days without your 
phone or simply the cold, driving, relentless rain.

We began with high spirits on the coach and everyone was looking forward to the days ahead. The first day was spent 
learning campcraft, pitching tents, using stoves, packing rucksacks correctly, first aid and emergency procedures. We 
were also taught how to read the map bundled together with some helpful navigation tips.On the second day our 
adventure began. 

The day was spent walking in the Dales on the foothills of the Yorkshire Three Peaks. Our Mountain Leader instructor 
made sure we were competent enough to be left alone to navigate back to Dalesbridge the day after. It was a long day 
but also a fun one.Once we had arrived at our campsite it was time to set up our tents.They didn’t have central heating 
by any means but they did the job of keeping us dry and alive! Luckily for us our campsite came equipped with a barn 
so we had somewhere to cook out of the elements.

The walk back was just as nice but this time the views were accompanied by the sunshine. Although we found it diffi-
cult to complete the feeling everybody got when we saw the Dalesbridge campsite sign was reward enough.

All boys were successful in their training endeavours and are busy planning for their assessments later in the season. 
Hopefully with less rain! 

Huge thanks goes to the QEGS PA and Kenmar who were able to support DofE through purchasing our expedition base 
camp tents.
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Junior Section 
News

Well. there goes another Spring Concert and what a concert it was! Even though 
this year’s concert was slightly delayed, it was well worth the wait. The first half 
of the concert saw some stunning performances from our Junior boys which 
showcased the range and breadth of musical talent we have in the school. 
There were quite literally too many outstanding performances to mention them 
all but some of the individual highlights were from our two singers, Joseph 
Cafferkey and J.J. Lole with their awe inspiring performances of “Someone you 
Loved” and “Electricity” respectively. 

On the piano there were also some beautiful and technically very proficient per-
formances from Oliver Lee, Zac Guo and Vishvan Sundar as well as some great 
solo performances from Edward Clark on saxophone and Saathvik Saravanan 
on guitar. 

The ensemble performances were fabulous this year too with some beautiful 
singing from our two choirs as well as the wonderful Dukes of LeLe, the Junior 
Orchestra, The Junior Guitar Ensemble and of course, The Junior Swing  Band 
to finish the first half.

In the second half we were treated to an amazing performance from our Year 5 
boys who gave us a fine retelling of Shakespeare’s Macbeth as a 30 minute Rock 
Musical. Lots of heart and soul went into this performance from the boys and 
they clearly loved performing the songs and actions on stage. Well done to all 
the Year 5 boys for their hard work and commitment in putting the show togeth-
er and performing so well on the night and well done to all who took part in the 
Concert. Now, time to get busy planning for next year . . . . . . 

Spring Concert

I would like to thank all the Year 6 families who have sup-
ported this house event. In the end we had 15 entries from 
the four houses combined.  The next step of the competi-
tion is three successful boys from each house will compete 
against each other to represent their house in the final.

The successful boys through and the dates of the heats are:

Savile :  Heat date 14/5/24
Freddy, Theo and Aqeel.
Cave:  Heat date 17/5/24
Rahim, Kasper and Liam.
Bentley: Heat date 20/5/24
Oliver W and Eesa U.
Freeston: Heat date 21/5/24
Bertie, Elijah and Caleb.

Commiserations to Nikhil, Alexander S, Teddy and Robert 
who narrowly missed out on reaching the heats.  I will 
award House Merits to each boy for their excellent efforts. 
The final is still to be arranged but will take place after 
half term.

������•���
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Charity Day - Olympics

Last week we had another wonderful Junior Section 
Charity Day with boys and staff dressed in the theme of 
‘The Olympics’. We had togas, table tennis players, olym-
pic torches and (two) bobsleigh teams!! A huge thank 
you to Theo in Year 6 for bringing in his dad’s actual 2012 
Olympic Torch (from the 2012 torch relay) and delivering 
a very interesting speech in our assembly. The money 
raised, a fantastic £818, will be shared between two very 
worthy causes focused on supporting children.

A huge well done to all the boys for completing their class 
marathon challenges! It was wonderful to see the team-
work and camaraderie on display as everyone worked 
together to achieve their goal - a really lovely event.
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Linked Year 5 Assemblies

Thank you and well done to our Year 5 pupils for deliver-
ing assemblies to the girls at WGHS, and a big thank you 
to the Year 5 girls for delivering their assemblies to us. It 
was incredibly interesting to hear about the similar activ-
ities across the two schools and to also get a few tips on 
other things we could introduce! Thank you to everyone 
involved for their time and preparation.

‘Old School’ Disco and Silent Auction

Curriculum Newsletters
The Curriculum Newsletters for this term are available on Firefly, giving an overview of what your son will be studying 
this term. Please do contact the school if you would be able to offer to speak with the boys or deliver an assembly on 
any of the topics they are studying this term - it would be great to tap into the wealth of knowledge and experience in 
our parent community and you would be very welcome in school!

Link to newsletters!

Friends of Pre Prep School (FOPPS) are organising a fan-
tastic fundraising event to be held in the QEGS QE Hall. 
Please contact FOPPS on the link below to book your 
tickets for this unmissable event! Please click this link to 
purchase your tickets.




























